
 

 

             
 
Thursday, February 23, 2017 
 
The Honourable Ahmed Hussen  
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
House of Commons ̀  
Ottawa, ON 
K1A 0A6 
                                                                                    
Dear Minister Hussen, 
 
Re: Repealing The Canada/United States (US) Safe Third Country Agreement  
 
We note that as Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, your mandate letter 
states that “Canadians are open, accepting, and generous – qualities that should be re-
flected in Canada’s immigration policies and in our approach to welcoming those seek-
ing refuge from conflict and war”. 
 
The Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) advocates for equal human 
rights, social justice and peace. We have become especially concerned with the status of 
refugees seeking asylum from the turmoil of their home countries.  
 
We kindly request that you revisit the referenced Canada/US Safe Third Country Agree-
ment. This agreement was intended to ensure that refugee claimants request refugee 
protection in the first safe country in which they arrive.  It was intended to better manage 
access to the refugee system in each country.  To date, the US is the only designated 
safe third country.  The Ongoing Designation of the US as a safe third country required 
that it meet four conditions. We consider that at least one condition is no longer met:  
 

 The United States meets a high standard with respect to the protection of human 
rights. It is an open democracy with independent courts, separation of powers and 
constitutional guarantees of essential human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

 
With the recent signing of the Executive Order which denies entry into the US for 90 
days for citizens of seven Muslim-majority countries, for 120 days for refugees and in-
definitely for Syrian refugees, the US Government has created a situation in which the 
US no longer wishes to continue to build a nation dedicated to religious freedom, diver-
sity, tolerance and acceptance. These recent actions place those applying for refugee 
status in the US at further risk of persecution. We join concerned voices to say that the 
US no longer sits as a safe haven for refugees.  



 

 

 
We request that Canada remove itself from any agreements, rhetoric or suppositions 
that suggests the US shares our values regarding refugee claims. 
 
If indeed we as Canadians want to live up to the Prime Minister’s statement: “To those 
fleeing persecution, terror & war, Canadians will welcome you, regardless of your faith. 
Diversity is our strength.”, we cannot continue with the Canada/US Safe Third Country 
Agreement and we need to immediately repeal it. 
 
Thank you for your office’s past commitment to fair and non-discriminatory management 
of refugees. We appreciate your time and consideration of this important matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 

Grace Hollett 
CFUW National President 
 

 

 


